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Local Manhattan Beach Grassroots Organization Formed

In response to a small, but very organized group determined to completely shut down one of the most popular recreational destinations in Manhattan Beach during the summer of 2009, a small group of concerned residents that were very passionate about re-opening the Sand Dune at Sand Dune Park in Manhattan Beach for public recreational access decided to create a genuine grassroots coalition.  

In January of 2010, this group of Manhattan Beach residents officially formed CORE with the mission: To encourage and enable healthy lifestyles throughout Manhattan Beach and South Bay’s outdoor recreational areas, as well as to promote their public access and respect to the local neighborhoods.

Since this formation, CORE has met with city officials, attended every public meeting, and perhaps most importantly, received over 1,200 signatures to its petition on www.sanddunepark.com as it continues to organize the “silent majority” for a common sense compromise.

“With diabetes, obesity, and heart disease at epidemic levels, it seems perverse to eliminate rather than encourage one of the most successful places that motivated people to regularly exercise” said one of CORE’s founder’s, Bill Hory.  Mr. Hory also operates CORE’s advocacy website, www.sanddunepark.com that is the primary platform to inform and promote the re-opening of the Sand Dune.  

The Sand Dune has a 40-year history of families and individuals enjoying it’s unique recreational offering and is consistent with the Manhattan Beach 1970 General Plan that stated this public park was to be used by all residents for recreational purposes.  “I have personally received over 470 comments that express how important the Sand Dune is to local residents” says Bill Hory.  “Moreover, many of these comments express how much they enjoyed the Sand Dune as children and now as parents, continue the tradition” Bill added

“The problem is not exercise, but over-usage” says another CORE founder, Jake Rome.  “We agree that peak usage needs to be reduced and have submitted numerous ideas and solutions to address these issues”, Jake added.

As the local media tends to focus on the sensational statements of misuse by a “few bad apples”, the overwhelming majority of users are polite, respectful, and simply want to enjoy the Sand Dune and return home.  Officer Malatesta confirmed this during a January 19th 2010 City Council Meeting.  Other talking points by the small minority are environmental and cost concerns which have also been officially refuted and can be referenced at the “FACTS” tab on CORE’s website, www.sanddunepark.com

.It turns out this is not a unique situation at all, as most of Southern California’s parks and beaches have grown in popularity.  For example, the small neighborhoods around “the Steps” in Santa Monica as well as Runyon Canyon Park in Hollywood are similar small neighborhoods that have become popular recreation destinations – but in each instance, a compromise has been found.

For more information, please contact CORE at info@sanddunepark.com

