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Manhattan Beach Residents Rally to Free Sand Dune Park

At 2:00 pm on Sunday, March 21st residents of Manhattan Beach will stage a peaceful rally to demand that the Manhattan Beach City Council reopen Sand Dune Park to respectful exercise for all. The rally will be family-friendly and take place on the beach at 26th & The Strand.

Sand Dune Park, the most popular recreation area in Manhattan Beach, was locked off the dune by a chain link fence in August 2009 and has languished for over 6 months. In response to the open-ended closure, a grassroots group, Citizens for Outdoor Recreation and Exercise, (CORE) has formed to advocate for parks and healthy lifestyles within the city. 

Since CORE’s formation, over 450 Manhattan Beach residents, including dozens of park neighbors, have signed its petition to reopen the park with reasonable restrictions to guard against overuse. In the same two months, over 2,000 people have joined the CORE Facebook group, a vivid demonstration of the immense popularity of Sand Dune Park with the public. 

“Sand Dune Park is a beloved treasure of our city and an inspiration to outdoor enthusiasts young and old,” said Bill Hory, father of three and CORE’s President. “The vast majority of Manhattan Beach wants their leadership to find solutions to the overuse that occurs at peak periods. We came together to form CORE and free the dune when we realized we could not sit idly by and let peaceful exercise literally become a crime in our parks. We are holding this rally to demonstrate voter’s strong support for freeing the dune.”

 “With diabetes, obesity, and heart disease at epidemic levels, it seems perverse to eliminate, rather than encourage, one of the community’s most effective places that motivate people to regularly exercise,” said Jeff Atkinson, former Olympian and Mira Costa graduate.  

With over 13,000 residents per square mile, the South Bay beach community is the most densely populated area on the entire California coast.  This area is also “park poor” with less then 3 acres of parkland per thousand residents – including the beaches.  According to the Trust for Public Land, the national average is 16.2 acres.

The Sand Dune has a 40-year history of fun, healthy use by families and individuals.  That use is consistent with the Manhattan Beach 1970 General Plan that stated this public park was to be used by all residents for recreational purposes.  “I have personally received over 470 comments that express how important the Sand Dune is to local residents” says Bill Hory.  “Moreover, many of these comments express how much people have loved the Sand Dune as children and now love it as parents, continuing the tradition for new generations,” Bill added.

“A policy of shutting down parks because we enjoy using them is extremely troubling to Manhattan residents,” says another CORE founder, Jake Rome.  “We agree that peak usage needs to be reduced and have submitted numerous solutions to address overuse while allowing peaceful exercise for kids and adults,” Jake added.

For more information, please contact:
 Bill Hory- bill@sanddunepark.com
Jake Rome-310-429-6693, jake@sanddunepark.com
Todd Dipaola-310-986-2303, todd_dipaola@yahoo.com
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